Background. Hepatitis B virus (HBV) reactivation and transmission in a U.S. hemodialysis (HD) facility has not been previously reported. Although HD patients are routinely screened for acute or chronic hepatitis B and isolated if infected, no recurrent testing is recommended for patients with resolved HBV infection. In March 2013, the North Carolina Division of Public Health was notified of a new HBV infection in an HD patient with no other identified risk factors. We investigated to identify other exposed patients and prevent additional infections.
Methods. We reviewed medical records, interviewed the index patient (Patient A) regarding hepatitis B risk factors, performed HBV molecular analysis, and observed infection control practices at the HD facility.
Results Conclusion. This is the first reported HD-related HBV transmission from a patient with reactivation. This case underscores challenges in identifying HD patients who reactivate; it also might have policy implications for expanded HBV testing among HD patients with resolved infection, particularly those with severe immune suppression.
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